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The latest City of Frisco public-private
partnership scores another ‘first’ with the
opening of Fieldhouse USA, a state-of-
the-art multi-use indoor sport facility
housing the largest hardwood court sur-
face in the country and the largest indoor
turf area in Texas. 

On March 13, city leaders welcomed
their new public partner, Sports Village
Holdings, LLC (SVH) to the ‘Frisco team’
during a ribbon cutting ceremony.  

“It’s something our city councils, past
and present, have been working on for
years, so it’s rewarding to see the vision
become reality,” said Mayor Maher Maso.
“We recognize the need to provide this
kind of quality facility for our residents’
and their families, as well as our visitors.
In fact, we anticipate this facility could
draw as many as three million visitors
each year, which will have a major eco-
nomic impact on our community.” 

Located at 6155 Sports Village Road on
10.5 acres, just east of the intersection of
Frisco Street and All Stars Way,
Fieldhouse USA is a 145,000 square foot
facility which includes 12 basketball/vol-
leyball courts; a turf field with warm-up
areas for soccer, football, lacrosse and
tennis; more than 5,000 square feet of
retail space; a 5,000 square foot food
court, complete with wireless capabili-
ties, as well as an onsite trainer, a Dallas
Mavericks team store and corporate con-
ference rooms.

The Frisco City Council approved the
development agreement in December
2007.  SVH donated ten acres of land for
the project and the City of Frisco invest-
ed $12.5 million for construction costs.
Any cost overruns are the responsibility
of SVH.   Though the City of Frisco owns
the facility, SVH will manage and operate
Fieldhouse USA.    

“The public private partnership oper-
ates much like our other sports ven-
tures,” said Ron Patterson, Assistant City
Manager.  “The City of Frisco owns
Fieldhouse USA while Sports Village
USA, LLC leases the facility at a rate
equal to the debt service on the building.”  

Gary Oliver, principal in SVH and
Director of Operations of Fieldhouse
USA, says he and his partners, Terry
Casey and Jerry Crenshaw, studied a sim-
ilar facility in a neighboring community
for about six years and considered build-
ing elsewhere.  But Oliver says the fast
growth of the city and the Frisco
Independent School District, along with
Frisco’s visionary leaders, convinced his
partners to bring their unique, sports con-
cept to Frisco.  

“Fast growing ISDs are having so many
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In Texas, cities are either general
law or home rule. General law cities, as
the name implies, operate under the
laws the State of Texas has created and

can only make deci-
sions for their com-
munity under those
laws. General Law
cities typically have a
population of at least
5,000.  Once a city
reaches a population
of 5,000, cities may
opt to become a
home-rule city by
creating a charter
and having an elec-
tion. Home-rule cities
make their own laws,
called ordinances,

and the charter they approved dictates
the way they operate. Such things as
the number of council members,
whether they have districts or term lim-
its, mayor/council or council/manager
forms of government are all spelled out
in the charter. 

Why am I telling you all this?  Well, I
have two reasons this is my topic this
month. First, my hope is you will be
interested enough to consider learning
more about our government by signing
up for our free programs, such as City
Hall 101, citizens police academy, citi-
zens fire academy, Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) or
CPR and first aid classes. Secondly, I
hope you will follow the upcoming
council elections and vote!

In Frisco, our citizen approved char-
ter allows for six at-large council seats.
Council members serve for three year
terms and can serve a maximum of two
terms. Our terms expire on staggered
years and every year, two council seats
are up for election. What is interesting
this year, as has been the case the last
two years, is two current seats up for
election are held by council members

See mayor, next page

MAYOR’S
MESSAGE

MAYOR 
MAHER MASO

Insight about your
local government

Fieldhouse USA is a unique public/private
partnership with the City of Frisco. Parts of
the Fieldhouse USA Frisco Indoor Sports
Center are still under construction, but many
of the amenities are already being used. A
March 21 basketball tournament drew
dozens of teams to Frisco.

Located at 6155 Sports Village Road on 10.5 acres, just east of the intersection of Frisco
Street and All Stars Way, Fieldhouse USA is a 145,000 square foot facility which includes
12 basketball/volleyball courts; a turf field with warm-up areas for soccer, football, lacrosse
and tennis; more than 5,000 square feet of retail space; a 5,000 square foot food court,
complete with wireless capabilities, as well as an onsite trainer, a Dallas Mavericks team
store and corporate conference rooms.

City of Frisco, Sports Village Holdings, LLC
team up for Fieldhouse USA project 
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Visit us on
the Web!

Looking for detailed
information about a City of

Frisco service or event?  

Check out friscotexas.gov,
your complete guide to the 

city government.  

Look for the latest alerts
and press releases on the
home page, or sign up to

receive City of Frisco news
to your email address.  

To subscribe, go to the
home page and click on 

‘E-News’.
Now you can watch

Frisco City Council meetings
live -- online.  

From the home page,
click on the green ‘Watch’

icon on the right-side menu.
From the video on the

demand page select the
‘Frisco City Council

Meetings’ icon.  
On the meeting agenda

page, choose the date 
of the council meeting

you want to view. 

Live city council 
meetings air the first and

third Tuesdays of the month
beginning at 

approximately 6:30 p.m.

who have reached term limits. Thus,
this year we will elect two new coun-
cil members  which will finish a 100
percent changeover of the council. 

Long-time Council members
Mayor Pro Tem Tony Felker and
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Joy West
have both reached their term limits
and will be stepping down. They both
have served our community for many
years and in many different ways.
They have helped create the Frisco
you see around you, and they will be
greatly missed on Council. Please
join me in thanking them for their

service now -- and when their terms
end in May. 

There are some big shoes to fill in
the May election, and it is up to you
to determine who will be your coun-
cil members. The decisions your
council makes have a direct impact
on your life, including your tax rate,
public safety, infrastructure, trans-
portation, zoning and other impor-
tant issues. I encourage you to ask
questions by attending ‘meet the can-
didate’ events and debates, visiting
their websites, sending them ques-
tions via email or phone, or hosting
debates at your HOA. Of course, the
most important thing you can do is to
register to vote and vote! Election
day is Saturday, May 9 from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. Early voting begins April 27
and runs through May 5.  For a com-

plete list of early voting hours, please
go to our website at wwwwww..ffrriissccoo--
tteexxaass..ggoovv//eelleeccttiioonnss.. Our website
also provides you information about
precinct boundaries and polling loca-
tions.  For more information about
voter registration, please contact our
City Secretary, Jenny Page by calling
972-292-5020 or
jpage@friscotexas.gov   

I encourage you to get involved in
our community and exercise your
right to vote.   Our citizens are among
our greatest assets.  We need your
help to shape our future and continue
the Frisco momentum, we call,
“Progress in Motion”.  

RReeggaarrddss,, 
MMaayyoorr MMaahheerr MMaassoo

kids come out for sports, it’s challenging for school dis-
tricts to hire enough coaches and teachers to keep up
with all the kids who excel in athletics or just have a
passion to play,” said Oliver.  “For example, you may
have 100 kids try out for a school basketball team, but
the coach can only take 30.  You still have some really
great athletes who didn’t make the team.  Fieldhouse is
for all of those kids.”    

Oliver, whose career includes 18 years of coaching
football and two Texas state 5A championships, says
Fieldhouse USA is a place where “every kid” has a place
to play.  Cancelled games or practices due to rain or high
temperatures may be a thing of the past in Frisco.  Oliver
boasts the controlled climate, amount and quality of
space and latest technology make Fieldhouse USA the
ultimate sport experience. 

Basketball goals and volleyball nets can be inter-
changed electronically, with just a push of a button.
There are 54 plasma screens throughout the facility.  An

advanced scoreboard system featuring digital photogra-
phy allows team names plus the players’ names and num-
bers to be displayed in real time. 

“Our scoreboard has ‘stat’ capture.  When a kid scores,
the scoreboard will show his or her number,” said Oliver.
“We can also send action shots right up to the scoreboard.
Kids want to see themselves.  That’s what it’s all about.”  

Oliver says Fieldhouse USA is league driven, but adds
courts and turf are available for private rental, too.  In
addition, retail space is available for lease throughout the
facility, which is a perfect opportunity for a business to
access thousands of Fieldhouse guests.

Just weeks after opening, Fieldhouse USA is already
scoring points with athletes and their fans.  In its first
weekend, Fieldhouse USA hosted a tournament drawing
more than 60 teams and approximately 3,500 people to
the facility.  

“Fieldhouse USA will help transform this entire area
over the next few years,” said Mayor Maso.  “Given its
proximity to Pizza Hut Park and Frisco Square, not to
mention the future development of Grand Park, the syner-
gy being created with the development of Fieldhouse is
very exciting and is helping make Frisco a destination for
years to come.  

MAYOR
Continued from page 1

FIELDHOUSE
Continued from page 1

Your vote does count, but your
must be registered.  The last day to
register to vote in the City of Frisco’s
upcoming May general election is
April 9, 2009.  

On May 9, Frisco voters will elect
two new council members to the
Frisco City Council.  Mayor Pro Tem
Tony Felker and Deputy Mayor Pro
Tem Joy West are leaving the city
council due to term limits.

Candidates Harold Covin and Bob
Allen are running for Place 1.
Candidates Pat Fallon, Hunt
Reifschneider, Rhonda Martin and
Phil Ramirez are vying for Place 3.    

Early voting, by personal appear-
ance, begins April 27 – May 5. There
is not early voting on Sunday, May 3.
Early voting hours are Monday
through Saturday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  On
Thursday, April 30 polls will remain
open an additional two hours, closing
at 7 p.m. On May 4 and May 5, hours
will be extended from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Voters may cast early ballots at:

• Frisco Fire Station #4, 4485
Cotton Gin

• Preston Ridge Campus, Collin
County Community College, 9700
Wade Blvd.

• The Collin County Elections

Office, 2010 Red Bud Blvd., Suite 102,
in McKinney

The General Election will be held
Saturday, May 9 from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
On Election Day, voters will cast bal-
lots at three city precinct locations:  

CCiittyy PPrreecciinncctt 11::  (Denton County
Precincts 117, 119, 124, 131 and 137) 

Pioneer Heritage Middle School,
1649 High Shoals Drive 

CCiittyy PPrreecciinncctt 22::  (Collin County
Precincts 30, 92, 111) 

Staley Middle School, 6927
Stadium Lane 

CCiittyy PPrreecciinncctt 33::  (Collin County
Precincts 87, 101, 117, 118, 127, 134

and 146) 
Wester Middle School, 12293

Shepherds Hill Lane 

Voters must cast ballots at their
designated polling place, on Election
Day only.  Voters are encouraged to
bring their voter registration cards.
For additional information, please
contact the Office of the City
Secretary at (972) 292-5010 or via
email at jpage@friscotexas.gov
Election information is also available
on the city’s website at www.frisco-
texas.gov Click on ‘Government’ and
then ‘Elections’. 

Last day to register to vote in May election is April 9
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The city’s Environmental
Services Division has moved
locations to better serve
you. 

The Green Team offices
are now located next door to
the Environmental
Collection Center. The new

address is 6616 Walnut
Street. The customer service
phone number is the same --
(972) 292-5900. 

City Seeking Citizen
Input on Proposed Water

Management Plan
On March 3, city staff presented a proposed

Water Management Plan to the Frisco City
Council for consideration.  The proposed plan
combines revisions to Frisco's existing water

conservation and drought contingency
plans. The currently adopted water con-
servation and drought contingency plans
are being combined into a proposed
Water Management Plan that meets all
requirements of the Texas Commission

on Environmental Quality.
All public water suppliers are

required by the Texas Administrative Code
to adopt or update a water conservation plan and
a drought contingency plan by May 1, 2009. 

The item was tabled and no action was taken
during the March 3 meeting; however, council
directed staff to research potential changes in the
existing water fee schedule.  The council is
expected to take up the proposed water manage-
ment plan again during one of the two scheduled
April city council meetings. At this time, council
and staff are asking for citizen input.  Please
direct any feedback to publicworks@frisco-
texas.gov, or call 972-292-5800.

You can view online the presentation given by
Public Works Director Gary Hartwell to the
Frisco City Council. From the homepage of
FriscoTexas.gov, click on the green ‘Watch’ icon
on the ride-side menu.  Select the ‘Frisco city
council meetings’ icon on the video on demand
page.  Look for the March 3, 2009 council agenda,
click on ‘video’, and then select agenda item 34.

Frisco launches
Styrofoam 

recycling program
Before you throw Styrofoam packag-

ing into the trash, check to see if you can
recycle it instead. The City of Frisco now
accepts some types of Styrofoam for recy-
cling.

Styrofoam is still not accepted in your
blue cart at home, but you can drop it off
for recycling.  The Environmental
Collection Center now accepts Styrofoam
during Household Chemical Disposal
hours.  Currently, those times are
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Wednesdays from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The program recycles most types of
Styrofoam products such as electronics
packing material. Types of Styrofoam that
are not accepted at this time include pack-
ing peanuts and food containers. 

If you have a question about the
Styrofoam recycling program, call (972)
292-5913.

During the March 3 Frisco
City Council meeting, the
Frisco Police Department was
recognized for achieving a sta-
tus held by only two percent
of police departments in the
United States. The department
was awarded a Certificate of
Accreditation from the
Commission on Accreditation
for Law Enforcement, known
as CALEA.

CALEA was created in 1979
as a credentialing authority
with the purpose of improving
public safety services and rec-
ognizing professional excel-
lence, among other standards.

Police Chief Todd Renshaw

told the council that CALEA
certified agencies must com-
ply with up to 462 standards,
ranging from vehicle equip-
ment to use of force.
Frisco Police must seek reac-
creditation every three years.

“The process is a collabora-
tive effort by many in the
police department,” said Chief
Renshaw, but he recognized
Assistant Chief John Bruce,
Lt. Penny Mince, Officer Lisa
Clausen, and Amy Williams,
accreditation manager for
shepherding the department
through the detailed applica-
tion process. 

Frisco Police Department achieves
elite accreditation award

On March 3, Mayor Maher Maso recognizes Chief Todd Renshaw,
Asst. Chief John Bruce and the entire Frisco Police Department for
being awarded the Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement’s certificate of accreditation.
(From L – R: Mayor Maso, Asst. Chief Bruce, and Chief Renshaw)

Green Team in action: These students from Shawnee Trail Elementary volunteer to
keep a section of Preston Vineyard Drive clean as part of the Adopt-a-Street program.
Karen McClure, Shawnee Trail PTA Environmental Chair, and several children were
recognized in front of the whole school for their good work!

volunteer
ADOPT-A-STREET

Frisco’s Environmental Services has a new address



FFOOCCAALL PPOOIINNTT ||  AAPPRR II LL  22000099 ||  PPAAGGEE  44

C
ya

n 
P

la
te

M
ag

en
ta

 P
la

te
Ye

llo
w

 P
la

te
B

la
ck

 P
la

te

The City of Frisco Engineering
Services Department has the
most current information on
road projects available online.
Go to wwwwww..ffrriissccootteexxaass..ggoovv//
pprroojjeeccttuuppddaattee..

11 CCRR 771122 ((FFrriissccoo SSttrreeeett  --
NNoorrtthh CCoouunnttyy RRooaadd)) 

Scope: Construction of four
lanes from Frisco Street to the
RR Crossing and two lanes from
the RR Crossing to North County
Road. Construction began July
2008. The estimated completion
of construction is April 2009.

22 CCiittyy HHaallll PPaarrkkiinngg GGaarraaggee 
Scope: Construct a five-story

parking structure to accommo-
date roughly 578 cars. The esti-
mated completion of design is
summer 2009.

33 FFrriissccoo SSqquuaarree BBoouulleevvaarrdd
RRaaiillrrooaadd CCrroossssiinngg  

Scope: Street connection of
Frisco Square Boulevard across
the railroad tracks from Cook
Street to West Main Street.
Project includes relocating the
Elm Street crossing to Frisco
Square Blvd. with the RR signal
and crossing gates. Construction
began September 2008.
Estimated completion is May
2009.

44 EEllddoorraaddoo PPaarrkkwwaayy ((DDNNTT ––
PPrreessttoonn RRooaadd)) ww// oovveerrppaassss 

Scope: Construct the northern
three lanes and the third lane on
the south side. This will com-
plete the ultimate six-lane divid-
ed roadway with median and
includes additional overpass at
the BNSF RR. Landscaping, irri-
gation, and street lighting are
included in this project. Design is
complete.  Project set to be bid
on in March. The estimated start
of construction is April 2009.

55 FFMM 22993344//EEllddoorraaddoo
PPaarrkkwwaayy ((DDNNTT -- FFMM 442233))

Scope: Replace existing two-
lane asphalt roadway with a six-
lane concrete roadway with
median.  Bid by TxDOT Feb 7,
2008. Construction began in
September 2008. The estimated
completion date is summer 2010.

66 FFMM 33553377//MMaaiinn
IImmpprroovveemmeennttss ((CCuusstteerr RRooaadd
–– PPrreessttoonn RRooaadd))

Scope: Replace existing two-
lane asphalt roadway with a six-
lane concrete roadway with
median.  This project will be bid
and constructed by TxDOT.
Design is approximately 60 per-
cent complete. Estimated com-
pletion of design is late 2009.

77 FFMM 442233 IImmpprroovveemmeennttss
((SStteewwaarrtt CCrreeeekk –– EEllddoorraaddoo
PPaarrkkwwaayy)) 

Scope: Replace existing two-
lane asphalt roadway with six-
lane concrete roadway with
median.  This project will be bid
and constructed by TxDOT.
Project includes street lights and
traffic signals. The estimated
start of construction is fall 2009.

88 FFMM 442233 IImmpprroovveemmeennttss
((EEllddoorraaddoo  PPaarrkkwwaayy  -- UUSS
338800))

Scope: Replace existing two-
lane asphalt roadway with a six-
lane concrete roadway with
median.  This project will be bid
and constructed by TxDOT.  The
estimated start of construction is
fall 2010.

99 DDooggwwoooodd SSttrreeeett &&
MMeeaaddooww LLaannee  ((MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett ––
MMccKKiinnnneeyy SSttrreeeett)) 

Scope: Reconstruct Meadow
Lane & Dogwood Street with
concrete surface and curb and
gutter. Street lighting is included
in this project.   Construction
began January 5, 2009. The esti-
mated completion date is fall
2009.

1100 RRoollaatteerr RRooaadd 4422”” WWaatteerr
LLiinnee ((CCooiitt RRooaadd –– PPrreessttoonn
RRooaadd)) 

Scope:  Construct 42-inch steel
water pipe line from Coit Road to
Preston Road.  Project is current-
ly under construction.
Construction is expected to be
complete in spring 2009.

1111 PPaanntthheerr CCrreeeekk PPaarrkkwwaayy
((TTeeeell PPaarrkkwwaayy -- DDNNTT)) 

Scope: Construction of a four-
lane divided roadway including
landscaping, irrigation, and
street lighting.  Project extends
four lanes of Legacy Drive to
connect with Panther Creek
Parkway. Construction is expect-
ed to be complete in May 2009.

1122 FFMM 22447788//CCuusstteerr RRooaadd

((SSttoonneebbrriiddggee -- UUSS 338800))
Scope: Widen existing two-

lane asphalt roadway to six-lane
concrete divided roadway.
TxDOT bid the project on
January 13, 2009.  The estimated
start of construction is spring
2009.

1133 TTeeeell PPaarrkkwwaayy ((PPaanntthheerr
CCrreeeekk PPaarrkkwwaayy –– NNoorrtthh ooff
LLiittttllee RRiivveerr)) 

Scope:  Construct eastern two-
lanes of Teel to provide four
lanes of  what will ultimately be a
six-lane road.  Project is current-
ly under construction. This proj-
ect will be jointly funded by
Frisco ISD. Construction began
in June 2008.  The estimated
completion is spring 2009.

1144 SSHH 112211 FFrreeeewwaayy ((FFMM 554444
–– DDNNTT)) 

Scope: Construct six main
lanes and six lanes of frontage
roads from FM 544 to Dallas
North Toll way. Main lanes
opened to traffic in September
2008. The estimated completion
of construction is early 2009.

1155 SSHH 228899//PPrreessttoonn RRooaadd
((MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett -- UUSS 338800)) 

Scope: Construct a six-lane
divided roadway, which will
replace the existing two-lane
asphalt roadway. Project was bid
by TxDOT in October 2008. The
estimated start of construction is
summer 2009.

1166 SSttoonneebbrrooookk PPaarrkkwwaayy
((LLeeggaaccyy RRooaadd –– LLoonngghhoorrnn
TTrraaiill)) 

Scope: Construct four lanes
with an underpass at the BNSF
RR, a railroad shoofly and a
bridge at Stewart Creek. Project
includes federal wetland permits
and environmental coordination.
Design is 95 percent complete.
The estimated start of construc-
tion is fall 2009.

1177 RRoollaatteerr DDrriivvee
((IInnddeeppeennddeennccee PPaarrkkwwaayy ––
CCuusstteerr RRooaadd))

Scope:  Construct northern
two lanes of Rolater to provide
four lanes of the ultimate six-
lane roadway. Design is expected
to be complete insummer 2009.
Construction is expected to
begin in fall 2009.

1188 LLeebbaannoonn RRooaadd -- ((FFMM 442233

-- PPrreessiiddeennttss DDrriivvee))
Scope: Construct the southern

two lanes of Lebanon Road from
Presidents to FM 423 including a
three-lane bridge at Stewart
Creek.  This will complete four
lanes of an ultimate six-lane
divided roadway.  Construction
began February 2008. Estimated
completion is spring 2009.

1199 IInntteerrsseeccttiioonn CCaappaacciittyy
IImmpprroovveemmeennttss 

Scope: Intersection improve-
ments at the following intersec-
tions: Gaylord/Mall Road F,
Parkwood/Hammons, and
Main/Teel. Construction began in
June 2008. Estimated completion
is April 2009.

2200 EEuubbaannkkss SSttrreeeett ((FFiifftthh
SSttrreeeett -- BBNNSSFF RRRR)) 

Scope: Reconstruct Eubanks
Street with concrete pavement
and enclosed storm drainage.
Project is under design.

2211 LLeebbaannoonn RRooaadd && DDNNTT
IInntteerrsseeccttiioonn IImmpprroovveemmeennttss

Scope: Construction of addi-
tional lanes of traffic for
Lebanon to accommodate the
NTTA bridge widening.  This
project will increase the lanes
on the EB and WB approaches
to the tollway. Construction is
expected to begin summer
2009..

2222 VViirrggiinniiaa PPaarrkkwwaayy ((CCRR2266 --
PPrreessttoonn)) 

Scope: Construct six lanes
from County Road 26 to Preston
Road.  Project includes a bridge
over BNSF RR.  Construction is
expected to begin in 2010.
Project is currently under design.
Design is 30 percent complete.

2233 NNWW IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree 
Scope:  Analyze alternative

alignments for water and sewer
lines to serve properties near FM
423 and US 380.  The estimated

completion of design is summer
2009.

2244 EEllddoorraaddoo//IInnddeeppeennddeennccee
PPaarrkkwwaayy IInntteerrsseeccttiioonn
IImmpprroovveemmeennttss

Scope:  Widen from two lanes
to four lanes of what will ulti-
mately be a six-lane roadway.
Design is approximately 95 per-
cent complete. Project was bid in
February 2009.  Construction is
expected to be completed in
August 2009, prior to opening of
the new Heritage High School.

2255 SSttoonneebbrrooookk PPaarrkkwwaayy
((DDNNTT ttoo PPrreessttoonn RRooaadd))

Scope:  Install 36 inch water-
line, reconstruct westbound
lanes, and widen to six lanes.
Design is approximately 60 per-
cent complete and is expected to
be completed in summer 2009.
Construction is expected to
begin in fall 2009.

Monthly Road Project Update



WILL TRAMEL
FRISCO FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDIC

It is said that a picture is worth
a thousand words. The Frisco Fire
Department is using a unique
approach, known as the
Streambox® system, to get a bird’s
eye view of incidents, to really see
what is happening during a struc-
ture fire or other emergency. The
technology allows the capability of
viewing real-time video, thermal
imaging, and infrared imaging at
the same time, at multiple loca-
tions. 

How does the technology work?
Do you have a cellular tele-

phone that can send pictures to
another cellular telephone? If so,
then you have a good idea how the

technology actually works. The
Streambox® system is a TV
streaming device that allows the
fire department to view real-time
images through the use of a broad-
band Internet connection. By
using a broadband connection, the
cost of the system is dramatically
lower than using a satellite system. 

On the scene of an emergency,
the driver of the heavy rescue vehi-
cle activates a switch to raise a
camera tower in the air. High
above the scene, these cameras
begin to transmit real-time video
and infrared imaging not only to
Command on scene, but also back
to Central Fire Station’s

Emergency Operations Center
(EOC).

The images that are taken from
the tower cameras go directly into
the Streambox® system. The sys-
tem (encoder) then has the capa-
bility of sending the images via a
wireless card to another system
(decoder) at the EOC. At the same
time, video is routed from the
Streambox® system to a digital
video recorder (DVR) hard drive.
This hard drive can be removed
from the Special Operations Squad
and taken to a computer to have
the video downloaded and
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Award-winning Web site

Many Frisco residents are already familiar with the great infor-
mation and the easy online registration available on the city’s parks
and recreation Web site, FriscoFun.org.  So regular users will not be
surprised to learn the Web site has won a top state award. The Texas
Recreation and Parks Society (TRAPS) recently named
FriscoFun.org as “Best Web site.” 

TRAPS officials say the award recognizes creativity and innova-
tion in the development of a Web site or home page and how well it
promotes the value of public recreation on the Internet.  

FriscoFun.org was redesigned last summer by Frisco Parks and
Recreation Marketing Coordinator, Jami Jensen, and Frisco IT Web
Developer, Rickey McCoy.

Discover all the fun Frisco Parks and Recreation has waiting for
you right now. Go online to FriscoFun.org to find a fitness or recre-
ation program that’s right for you.

Join the Frisco Green Team for
our city-wide clean up event
“Clean It and Green It” on
Saturday, April 25, in the IKEA
parking lot, 7171 IKEA Dr.  This is
a program which promotes envi-
ronmental awareness in our city,
increases volunteerism, and helps
keep Frisco beautiful. 

Volunteers should check in at
the IKEA parking lot from 8:15
a.m. to 9:15 a.m. The around town
clean up happens from 9:30 a.m. to
11 a.m. All participants are invited
to return to IKEA for an Earth Day
celebration including food, games
and prizes beginning at 11:15 a.m.

There are a few ways in which
you, your family, or your organiza-
tion can help out:

• Participate in the actual clean
up! Sign up a group or as an indi-
vidual to donate your time. 

• Donate items for our volun-
teer raffle.

• Become a sponsor and have
your contribution seen by 1,000’s
of Frisco residents and volunteers. 

HOA’s, schools, and other
groups are encouraged to preregis-
ter and receive equipment in
advance to hold “Clean It and
Green It” events in their own

neighborhoods. To sign up a group,
please call (972) 292-5914 or speak
with your school’s Green Team.

To volunteer, you can register
the day of the event or pre-register
online at
www.myvolunteerpage.com or call
972-292-5078.

If you are interested in donat-
ing, or becoming a sponsor for
Clean It and Green It, please call
972-292-5914 or email
JStarritt@FriscoTexas.gov. 

Chunk Your Junk

Frisco citizens, here is your
big chance to do some spring
cleaning. The next “Chunk Your
Junk” will be held on Saturday,
April 25, from 8 a.m. to12 p.m. in
conjunction with the “Clean It
and Green It” event. The loca-

Inside Central Fire Station’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC), fire
command as well as city managers and city department directors can
view real-time streaming video from an emergency scene. The
Streambox® system allows multiple city departments to efficiently work
together when a quick response is critical.

Streambox® system gives bird’s eye view of fire emergencies

See system, next page

Frisco’s Earth Day celebration - Clean It
and Green It – set for Saturday, April 25

See earth, next page



reviewed later for training purposes. 
Just like your computer at home, there

can be times when the service capacity
reaches maximum levels. But after test-
ing the system thoroughly, there seems to
be only a few seconds delay in the video.

Where did the idea come from?
A few years ago, two employees of a

local TV station participated in one of
Frisco’s Citizen’s Fire Academy classes.
Craig Harper and Kelly Moore
approached the fire staff to discuss video
streaming technology. Fire Chief Mack
Borchardt realized this technology would
be beneficial to the fire department as
well as to other city departments. 

As firefighters, we sometimes think
we act alone; however, in instances such
as hazardous material spills, building col-

lapses, and even structure fires, there are
multiple city departments involved in try-
ing to alleviate the problem. For example,
what happens if a gasoline tanker has a
traffic accident on a major thoroughfare
in Frisco? Having real-time video trans-
mitted to Frisco Fire’s EOC could allow
the traffic engineers the ability to instant-
ly change traffic patterns away from the
scene. The Public Works Department
could also know which drainage tunnels
were in danger of becoming contaminat-
ed.

Real-time video streaming into the
EOC helps city leaders and staff to be bet-
ter informed when making decisions at a
moment’s notice from a central location.
It creates a true partnership of ideas and
goals within all departments.

What’s next?
This Streambox® system is currently

being utilized on the Frisco Fire
Department’s Special Operation Squad
vehicle. Chief Borchardt plans on adding
it to upcoming Hazardous Materials and
Command vehicles to be delivered to the

department within the next two years.  
Just as the light tower was new tech-

nology to fire fighters 20 years ago, Chief
Borchardt foresees real-time streaming
video as the way of the future for fire
departments across the nation. 
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April 6
n Frisco Public Arts Board Meeting,

Conference Room 5A, 6:30 p.m.

April 7
n City Council Meeting, 

Council Chambers, 6:30 p.m.
n Downtown Advisory Board, 5th Floor

Conference Room, 12 p.m.

April 8
n Convention Visitors Bureau (CVB), TBD, 12 p.m.
n Housing Trust Fund, Council Chambers, 6:30 p.m.

April 9
n Parks and Recreation Meeting, 
Council Chambers, 6:30 p.m.

April 14
n Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Meeting, Council

Chambers 6:30 p.m.

April 15
n Economic Development Corp. Board of Directors

Meeting (EDC), 6801 Gaylord Pkwy., 6 p.m.

April 16
n Arts of Collin County (ACC), City of Allen 4 p.m.
n Community Development Corporation (CDC)

Meeting, Conference Room 3A, 6:30 p.m.

April 21
n City Council Meeting, 

Council Chambers, 6:30 p.m.

April 22
n Urban Forestry Board, 6726 Walnut St., 6:30 p.m.

April 23
n North Texas Municipal Water District Meeting, 505

East Brown St., Wylie, TX. 4 p.m.
n Frisco Public Library Foundation Board

Meeting, Library Programming Rm., 6:45 p.m.

April 27
n Frisco Neighborhood Watch General

Meeting, Police Department, 7:30 p.m.

April 28
n Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Meeting, Council

Chambers 6:30 p.m.
n Heritage Association, Council Chambers, 7 p.m.

HOMETOWN 
HAPPENINGS

SYSTEM
Continued from page 5

tion is also the IKEA parking
lot at 7171 IKEA Dr. Vehicles
will be directed to enter
from westbound IKEA Drive
only.

Because of time
restraints, the line will be
cut off at 11:30 a.m. to
ensure all waiting residents
are serviced. Large crowds
are expected, so please
come early. Chunk Your
Junk is open to Frisco resi-
dents only.

• A driver’s license and
current water bill are
required for all chemical,
electronic and appliance

items dropped off. There is
also a $40 charge for all
appliances and items requir-
ing Freon extraction. That
fee will be applied to your
next utility bill.  

A free paper shredding
service will be provided. A
four-box limit per household
will be accepted, with sizes
not to exceed 12”W x 15.5” L
x 10.5” H. No commercial
accounts will be accepted.
Residents needing only
shredding services on this
day are free to park their
cars in the IKEA parking lot
and bring their documents
directly up to the shredding
truck. 

In case of downpour,
lightening, or other severe
weather, both events will be
rescheduled for May 2. 

EARTH
Continued from page 5

Frisco Fire Department’s Special Operation
Squad vehicle is equipped with a camera
tower that feeds video into the Streambox®
system. High above the scene, the camera
begins to transmit real-time video and
infrared imaging to command on scene, but
also back to Central Fire Station’s
Emergency Operations Center (EOC).

The following items can be brought for safe dis-
posal, recycling or donation. To reduce idling time,
the items are listed in the order which they can be
unloaded at the event. Please load your vehicle
accordingly.

Cardboard 

Yard waste, limbs, and untreated wood for mulching

Metal and appliances*

Household chemicals, paint, gasoline, oil, batteries,
pesticides; computers, printers, cell phones, other e-
waste

Styrofoam, plastic bags and film for recycling

Documents for shredding

Old eye glasses, clothes, furniture, books (especially
children’s books), etc. for donation

Fencing, other trash

In North Texas, spring showers bring
more than flowers. High wind, hail and
pouring rain are usually part of the fore-
cast. If you do not have one already, now
is a great time to make a severe weather
safety plan for your family – before spring
storms whip through Frisco.

During the coming storm season, the
City of Frisco wants residents to remem-

ber ‘when thunder roars, go indoors.’ It
sounds simple, but taking cover immedi-
ately is the first, and best, thing you can
do when the weather turns threatening. 

Go online to FriscoFire.com to find
information that will help you protect
yourself and your family from severe
weather. Click on ‘Emergency
Management’ from the left-side menu and

then select ‘Severe Weather’. Learn how
you can stay safe during thunderstorms,
tornadoes and flooding. You can also
read about what defines a ‘watch’ and a
‘warning’ and how to tell the difference
between the two. If you have questions
regarding severe weather safety, contact
Frisco Central Fire Station at (972) 292-
6300.

‘When thunder roars go indoors’ during stormy weather
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JUDY PEDERSEN
ADULT SERVICES LIBRARIAN

Expanded ESL (English as a Second
Language) resources are now available at your
Frisco Public Library. Audio, video and written
formats are conveniently located in the new ESL
section on the fourth floor of the library. Patrons
learning English—or interested in enhancing
their skills—will find tools for learning both writ-
ten and oral English, including some that are tai-
lored for a specific native language. 

Materials introducing informal conversation
and American idioms (“slang”) are part of the

ESL collection. Basic books on a variety of top-
ics are included, so new readers can practice
their skills immediately. Information relating to
citizenship, American history and other practical
topics is also available. 

Teaching materials have been included. So
those assisting ESL learners will find useful
resources for helping students learn English. 

Frisco Public Library is excited about offer-
ing expanded ESL service. We welcome your
comments as we continue to add to this collec-
tion and as we continue to serve our diverse
community. Visit the ‘Ask Us Desk’ on the fourth
floor for more information and help with ESL
materials. 

One more chance
for a slice of

Philanthropizza
Frisco Public Library has partnered

with California Pizza Kitchen to provide
the opportunity to practice ‘philan-
thropizza’ on April 16, from 4 p.m. to 9
p.m. at the Frisco California Pizza
Kitchen restaurant. 

Enjoying a meal at the California
Pizza Kitchen at Stonebriar Centre (next
to Barnes and Noble) on April 16 will
benefit the Frisco Public Library. The
FPL will receive a donation equal to 20
percent of your tab. All you need to do is
present a philanthropizza flyer to your
server when you order your meal.  

Stop by the library and pick up copies
of the philanthropizza flyer for yourself
and your friends. The philantropizza
events in February and March were a
success. We need help making the final
night for philanthropizza -- April 16 – a
hit, too. The Frisco Public Library will
thank you, and so will your taste buds.

For more information about the phil-
anthropizza event and how to participate,
contact the Frisco Public Library at 972-
292-5669, or visit www.friscolibrary.com. 

Batter up! The 2009 Aquafina Major League
Baseball Pitch, Hit and Run contest is right
around the corner.  Boys and girls ages seven to
14 are invited to come out and show off their
baseball skills in this free, local competition.
Participants will be showcasing their abilities in
the areas of pitching, hitting and running.   

The event will be held on Saturday, March 28
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at B.F. Phillips Community
Park located at 3335 4th Army Memorial Dr.
(Field No. 3).  Competitors will compete in one
of four age groups: 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14
years.  To participate in an age group, the child
must be in that age range as of July 17, 2009.
Participants should bring their birth certificate

for proof of age.
The top competitors will advance through

four levels of competition including local and
sectional competitions, team championship
events at all 30 major league ballparks and the
national finals at the MLB All-Star Game.
Registration is not required. 

The Frisco Parks & Recreation Department is
hosting the event in conjunction with Frisco
Baseball and Softball Associations opening sea-
son festivities. For more information, please call
972-292-6508 or email SDunn@FriscoTexas.gov. 

In case of bad weather the day of the event,
call our Special Events hotline at 972-292-6520
for up-to-date information. 

SENIOR 
HAPPENINGS 

Here are just a few of the activities
going on in April at the Senior Center at
Frisco Square, located at 6670 Moore St.
For the complete list of April activities
go online to www.FriscoFun.org/sen-
iors and select ‘newsletter’ from the left-
side menu. For more information about
the Senior Center, or how to become a
member, call 972-292-6550.

TABLE TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT
TUESDAY, APRIL 7
9 A.M. — NOON
ENTRY FEE:  $5

Whether you are a novice or an
experienced player, we welcome you to
come out and play in the Senior
Center’s Table Tennis Tournament.  A
draw system to pair players will be
used and each team will play 3 out of 5
games to 11 points.  Prizes will be given
to the top three winners.  Registration
ends on Thursday, April 2.

SPRING FLING DANCE
THURSDAY, APRIL 16
6:30 P.M. — 9 P.M.
$4 ADVANCE TICKET/$6 DAY OF
EVENT

Escort your honey and friends down
to the center for another wonderful
Western dance.  Enjoy the live, south-
ern sounds of Borderline Band.  Coffee,
tea and a light refreshment buffet of
fruits, cheeses and veggies will be pro-
vided.  So whether you two step, line
dance, or just want to sit and listen to
the great country rhythms, there is a
spot for you in our spacious dance hall.
If you would like to see more dances
here, we must prove them successful
first, so buy your ticket today!

SENIOR EMPLOYMENT
SOURCE
Wednesday, April 29
10 a.m. -  11 a.m.

Senior Sources’ Employment
Specialist, Renae Perry, will discuss
interviewing and how to put your best
foot forward.  You will learn about cur-
rent interviewing strategies and tips for
succeeding in the interview and secur-
ing the job.  Sign up by Monday, April
27, if you plan to attend.  

Players in Frisco’s youth baseball and
softball organization will have the opportu-
nity to play on five new fields this season,
with the opening and official dedication of
B.F. Phillips Community Park. The public is
invited to attend the park dedication cere-
mony on Saturday, April 4 at 10 a.m.  The
park dedication was originally scheduled for
September, but was rescheduled due to
severe weather.  

B.F. Phillips Park is a 117-acre communi-
ty park located at 3335 4th Army Memorial
Drive adjacent to the Lonestar Ranch subdi-
vision.  With an overall ranch and horse rac-
ing theme, this park includes a five-field
baseball and softball complex, soccer fields,
a playground system, concession and rest-
room facilities and a paved parking lot.  

As part of the city’s City of Frisco Public
Art Program, the turnaround entrance fea-
tures an oversized horse shoe and nail. The
steel artwork is entitled “For Want of a
Horseshoe Nail”. 

Construction of Phase II of this commu-
nity park will take place later this year with
additional phases following over the next

five years. Phase II of the park will include
additional playground equipment and con-
cessions built near the soccer fields, and
additional parking.  

For more information about B.F. Phillips
Community Park and all our city parks
please visit our website at
FriscoFun.org/parks or call 972-292-6500.

“For Want of a Horseshoe Nail” by Howard
Meehan is part of the City of Frisco Public
Art Program and marks the entrance to B.F.
Phillips Community Park, located at 3335
4th Army Memorial Dr.

Frisco residents invited to B.F. Phillips Community Park dedication

B.F. Phillips Community Park features five new
fields that will be used for the first time this
spring by Frisco’s youth baseball and softball
organizations. The park’s dedication ceremony
is set for Saturday, April 4 at 10 a.m.

New ESL collection offers English language
learners exciting opportunities

Contest to showcase young Frisco baseball
and softball players’ skills



As you step back in time to learn more about Frisco’s
history, you can also enjoy a movie the old-fashioned way.
The Frisco Heritage Museum, located at 6455 Page St.,
now offers a Sunday Movie Matinee series. The museum
is running family-friendly classic movies at 2 p.m. every
Sunday featuring westerns, comedies, and silent films.  

The cost is included in the price of admission to the
museum. Family admission is $8. Tickets for adults and
children 12 and older are $4 each. Tickets for children
aged five to 11 are $2, and admission is free for children
four and younger.

Go online to FriscoMuseum.com to see what other
programs and services the Frisco Heritage Museum has to
offer. 
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GET READY
TO DIVE IN!

Grab your swimsuit
and sunscreen. The
Frisco Athletic Center’s
outdoor pool area will
open for the summer sea-
son on Saturday, May 25.
Look for details about
opening day in the May
edition of Focal Point.

NOW
SHOWING… 
Sunday Movie
Matinees at Frisco
Heritage Museum

COMING NEXT MONTH

March 29
“Young Bill Hickok”
Starring: Roy Rogers
Run Time: 54 minutes, 1940

April 5
“My Favorite Brunette”
Starring: Bob Hope
Run Time: 87 minutes, 1947

April 12
“Arizona Days”
Starring: Tex Ritter
Run Time: 57 minutes, 1937

April 19
“The Lost World”
Starring: Wallace Beery
Run Time: 100 minutes, 1925

April 26
“Jack and the 
Bean Stalk”
Starring: Abbott & Costello
Run Time: 70 minutes, 1952

March 29
“Young Bill Hickok”
Starring: Roy Rogers
Run Time: 54 minutes, 1940

April 5
“My Favorite Brunette”
Starring: Bob Hope
Run Time: 87 minutes, 1947

April 12
“Arizona Days”
Starring: Tex Ritter
Run Time: 57 minutes, 1937

April 19
“The Lost World”
Starring: Wallace Beery
Run Time: 100 minutes, 1925

April 26
“Jack and the 
Bean Stalk”
Starring: Abbott & Costello
Run Time: 70 minutes, 1952

                   


